INTRODUCTION

r I Ibis book is only intended to be a scrapbook of what
JL people were doing, saying and thinking, a hundred
years ago, when Queen Victoria came to the throne. It
does not give anything like a complete picture of the
times, but is modelled on the old scraphooks and albums
in which people pasted whatever took their fancy, from
the latest engravings of the young Queen to the curate's
Valentine. We begin, like so many old scrapbooks, with
portraits of the Royal Family, the late King and the
young Queen Victoria. We end with the Coronation
which took place a year after the Queen's Accession. In
between is what? in those days, would have been termed
a miscellany.

What people actually saw and felt is perhaps made
clearer in the pictures than in the text, although for
both I have, as far as possible made use of contem-
porary materials. Everyday things, so familiar as to be
scarcely noticed, are represented by the various trades-
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